Novenber 8, 1999

Preface to the 12th Edition

The Harnoni zed Tariff Schedule of the United States, Annotated for
Statistical Reporting Purposes (HTS 2000) is being published pursuant to
section 1207 of the Omi bus Trade and Conpetitiveness Act of 1988 (P.L.
100-418; 19 U.S.C. 3007),! enbracing the legal text of the Harnonized
Tariff Schedule, as anended and nodified, together with statistical
annotations formul ated pursuant to section 484(f) of the Tariff Act of
1930, as anended (19 U S.C 1484(f)).?

The legal text of the HIS consists of the General Rules of
Interpretation; the Additional U S. Rules of Interpretation; the Cenera
Not es; Sections | through XXI'l, inclusive (enconpassing chapters 1 - 99,

1Section 1207(a) of the Act provides that "[t]he Comm ssion shall conpile
and publish, at appropriate intervals, and keep up to date the Harnoni zed Tariff
Schedule and related information in the form of printed copy...." Section
1207(b) of the Act provides that the published copy of the HIS "shall contain--
(1) the then current Harnoni zed Tariff Schedule; (2) statistical annotations and
rel ated statistical information fornul ated under section 484(f) of the Tariff Act
of 1930 (19 U S.C. 1484(f)); and (3) such other matters as the Conm ssion
consi ders to be necessary or appropriate to carry out the purposes enunerated in
the Preanbl e to the Harnoni zed Systemconvention.” The first edition consisted
of the original publication and four supplements. The second edition consisted
of the original publication and two suppl enents. The third edition consisted of
t he origi nal publication and one suppl enment. The fourth edition consisted of the
original and one supplenent. The fifth edition consisted of the original and one
suppl enent. The sixth edition consisted of the original and two suppl ements. The
sevent h edition consisted of the original and one suppl enent. The eighth edition
consi sted of the original and one supplement. The ninth edition consisted of the
ori ginal and one suppl enent. The tenth edition consisted of the original and one
suppl enent. The el eventh edition consisted of the original and one suppl enent.

2Sec. 484(f) reads as foll ows:

"(f) Statistical Enuneration.--The Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of
Commerce, and the United States International Trade Conm ssion are aut horized and
directed to establish fromtinme to tinme for statistical purposes an enuneration
of articles in such detail as in their judgnment may be necessary, conprehending
all nerchandise inported into the United States and exported from the United
States, and shall seek, in conjunction with statistical prograns for donestic
production and prograns for achieving international harnonization of trade
statistics, to establish the conparability thereof with such enuneration of
articles. All inmport entries and export declarations shall include or have
attached thereto an accurate statenent specifying, in ternms of such detailed
enuneration, the kinds and quantities of all merchandi se inported and exported
and the value of the total quantity of each kind of article.™
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and including all Section and Chapter notes, headi ng/ subheadi ng nunbers
through the 8-digit level, article descriptions and tariff and other
treatnment accorded thereto); the Chemical Appendix; the Pharmaceutical
Appendi x; and the Internmediate Chemicals for Dyes Appendix. The
statistical annotations, notes, annexes, suffixes, units of quantity and
other matters fornul ated under section 484(f) of the Tariff Act of 1930
conprise the statistical parts of the HIS. Such el enents as the Tabl e of
Contents, footnotes, Schedule C and Schedule D, and published index are
inserted for ease of reference only.

The principal changes in this edition reflect (1) the stage of duty
reductions that becones effective January 1, 2000, pursuant to concessi ons
granted by the United States to Mexi co under the North American Free Trade
Agreenent (Pres. Proc. 6641); (2) the stage of duty reductions that
beconmes effective January 1, 2000, pursuant to concessions granted by the
United States under the Uruguay Round OF Miultilateral Trade Negoti ati ons
(Pres. Proc. 6763); (3) the stage of duty reductions that becones
ef fective January 1, 2000, pursuant to previous concessions granted by the
United States that were affected by nodifications to the Harnoni zed System
(Pres. Proc. 6857); (4) the stage of duty reductions that becones
ef fective January 1, 2000, pursuant to concessions granted by the United
States under the Wrld Trade Organi zati on M ni sterial Decl aration on Trade
in Information Technol ogy Products and the Agreement on Distilled Spirits
(Pres. Proc. 7011); (5) Presidential Proclamation 7214 (To Provide for the
Efficient and Fair Adm nistration of Action Taken with Regard to Inports
of Lanb Meat and for O her Purposes, effective July 22, 1999); (6) Ofice
of the United States Trade Representative Notice inplenenting the WO
recomendat i ons concer ni ng EC- Measures concerni ng nmeat and neat products
(hornmones), effective July 29, 1999; (7) changes approved by the Conmttee
for Statistical Annotation of Tariff Schedules (fornulated pursuant to
section 484(f), Tariff Act of 1930, as anended), effective January 1,
2000.

The statistical annotations contained in the HIS prescribe the
statistical information to be supplied on custonms entry and w t hdrawal
forns or electronic filings with respect to articles inported into the
custonms territory of the United States. Thus, this publication is
designed to enabl e inporters, custons brokers, custons officers and ot her
interested persons to determine (1) the classification of and rates of
duty applicable to inported articles and (2) the requirenments for
reporting statistical data with respect to such inports. Except as
specified in the Notice to Exporters, this publication may al so be used in
pl ace of the reporting codes of Schedule B for reporting exports on the
Shi pper' s Export Decl aration or under the programfor electronic reporting
of exports.

Requests from interested parties for changes in any of the
requi renents for statistical reporting should be submitted no later than
April 1, for changes to be effective July 1, and August 1, for changes to
be effective January 1. These requests should be submtted to:

The Chai r man
Committee for Statistical Annotation



of Tariff Schedul es
United States International Trade Conm ssion
Washi ngton, D.C. 20436

Such requests should indicate precisely the nature of each desired
change and gi ve detail ed reasons in support of the requests. In addition
the requestor should provide the nanes of inporters and foreign
manuf acturers and indicate the countries from which the commodities are
bei ng i nport ed.



